
Vision
The Challenge Program of the Cheltenham 
School District strives to ensure that gifted 
students become lifelong learners who ac-
tively pursue intellectual challenge; who 
think critically, creatively, and compas-
sionately; and who value themselves and 
the diversity of their communities.

Mission
In order to accomplish this Vision, the faculty, 
staff, and administration of the Cheltenham 
School District will work collaboratively to:
✦ design instruction and learning experiences 

through which students can build a founda-
tion of critical and creative thinking skills

✦ enable students with abilities beyond the 
norm to realize their potential by identifying 
and developing their strengths

✦ foster individual academic talents while si-
multaneously nurturing the whole child

✦ create a safe educational space in which 
students are encouraged to take intelligent 
risks, explore their interests, and express 
their gifts

✦ promote academic rigor by incorporating 
both enrichment and acceleration through-
out all learning environments

✦ address studentsʼ individual needs by pro-
viding learning options and by teaching with 
a variety of appropriate methods

✦ encourage students to develop their leader-
ship and collaboration skills in order to posi-
tively influence and productively contribute 
to the greater community
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For More Information
Please contact the Challenge Consultant at your childʼs 
school, or call the Office of Education.

Cheltenham Elementary
Marilyn Golden | 215-517-4664

Glenside Elementary
Angela Schell | 215-881-6452

Myers Elementary
Mimi Rubin | 215-517-4572

Wyncote Elementary
Maria Sirolli | 215-517-4625

Elkins Park School
Roberta Jacoby | 215-881-4740 
Mary Aiken | 215-881-4725

Cedarbrook Middle School
Elizabeth Kenna | 215-881-6434
Elizabeth Susanin | 215-881-6451

Cheltenham High School
Alison Shapiro, Elaine McGoldrick, and Brian Smith
Challenge Office | 215-517-3875

Office of Education

Gerald W. Aungst
Supervisor of Gifted and Elementary Mathematics
2000 Ashbourne Rd.
Elkins Park, PA  19027

P: 215-881-6327
F: 215-884-3168

gaungst@cheltenham.org

School District of Cheltenham Township
Office of Education
www.cheltenham.org/gifted

mailto:gaungst@cheltenham.org
mailto:gaungst@cheltenham.org


The term gifted student in Chel-
tenham School District refers to 
children who give evidence of 
higher performance capability 
in such areas as intellectual, 
creative, artistic, or leadership 
capacity, or in specific aca-
demic fields, and who require 
services or activities not ordi-
narily provided by the school 
district in order to develop such 
capabilities.

The unique needs and charac-
teristics of gifted students mani-
fest in many ways. Gifted chil-
dren often:

✦ Learn new materials faster 
and retain them longer

✦ Comprehend in-depth, 
complex ideas

✦ Deal with complex, ab-
stract concepts

✦ Infer and connect concepts

✦ Operate on higher levels of 
thinking

✦ Ponder with depth and 
multiple perspectives

✦ Develop asynchronously

✦ Display intense emotions, 
passions, and interests

Cheltenhamʼs Challenge 
Program & Gifted Services
www.cheltenham.org/gifted
sdctchallenge.edublogs.org What is Giftedness?

In keeping with the District’s Mission to nurture 
each child through a wealth of academic endeav-
ors and community partnerships, our Vision to 
strive for excellence, and the charge of the Com-
monwealth of Pennsylvania, the School District of 
Cheltenham Township provides, without cost to 
parents, screenings and evaluations of all students 
thought to be eligible for gifted services under 
Chapter 16 of the Pennsylvania School Code and 
appropriate programs and services to all students 
identified as gifted who are in need of specially 
designed instruction.

Programs and services are developed based on 
each child’s identified areas of strength and the 
need for specially designed instruction and re-
lated services.

The District has recently completed a yearlong 
comprehensive review and analysis of our gifted 
program and services. As a result of this review, 
many aspects of our program are currently being 
updated and revised to maintain the high standard 
of excellence we have traditionally held. Informa-
tion about the plans for revision and progress to-
wards completing the update will be posted at the 
district website.

Is My Child Eligible 
for Gifted Support?

What does the 
Challenge Program 

Look Like?

What Services are 
Available to My 
Gifted Child?

The District screens all second 
and fourth grade students for 
gifted potential. However, 
screenings can be requested at 
any other time by a parent or 
teacher. If you suspect that your 
school age child is gifted, you 
may submit a written request to 
your building principal. A Re-
quest for Gifted Screening form 
for this purpose is available on 
our web site. Gifted screening 
is a three-stage process that 
looks at multiple criteria to de-
termining whether a child is 
gifted.

Level 1: Aptitude and 
Achievement testing

Level 2: Individual test of gifted 
potential

Level 3: Gifted multidisciplinary 
evaluation (GMDE) by a certi-
fied school psychologist

To be eligible for gifted support 
services, the GMDE must de-
termine that the student is both 
gifted and in need of specially-
designed instruction. If this is 
the case, the Challenge Con-
sultant will then develop a 
Gifted Individualized Education 
Plan (GIEP) in collaboration with 
the parents and general educa-
tion teachers.

While each gifted student has 
an individualized plan with spe-
cific goals designed for his or 
her needs, some needs are 
common to many gifted stu-
dents, and the District has es-
tablished specialized programs 
with such common needs in 
mind.

Full-time Challenge Consultants 
in each of our seven schools 
are dedicated solely to serving 
the needs of our gifted and 
high-ability students. They cre-
ate extension activities and 
compacted curriculum and 
work in partnership with the 
general education teachers to 
provide enrichment opportuni-
ties.

In grades K-6, for example, 
students with advanced read-
ing ability have access to the 
SYNC Curriculum. In math, we 
provide accelerated classes 
beginning in grade 5.

At Cedarbrook, students have a 
broad menu of options from 
which to choose in pursuing 
topics of personal interest.

Our high school Challenge 
Consultants provide individual 
support and counseling and 
also offer regular small group 
seminars.

The District provides a range of 
services to gifted students both 
within the general education 
environment and through pull-
out and enrichment opportuni-
ties. Classroom teachers at all 
grade levels have received and 
continue to receive professional 
development in differentiating 
instruction and flexible grouping 
within the classroom.

As such, we make a wide range 
of options available for the edu-
cation of gifted students. Pro-
gramming to be considered by 
the GIEP team may include one 
or more of the following:

✦ Curriculum Compacting

✦ Flexible Grouping

✦ Subject-Matter or Whole 
Grade Acceleration

✦ Independent Study

✦ Small Group Seminars

✦ Mentoring

✦ Extracurricular Programs

✦ Dual Enrollment

✦ Early Entry to First Grade


